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Republic India's Numismatic Legacy up for Grabs

By R Vaidyanadhan 

The Republic India’s numismatic legacy, the first ever set of pattern coins, is up for grabs. The Baldwin’s Auction, London, 
is offering (lot 1609) this along with other Indian coins on September 29.

The mind-boggling fact is that the set of eight pattern coins is estimated GBP 1,00,000-1,50,000 (Rs. 75 lakhs – 1.12 
crores). 

Artist and chief engraver Patrick Brindley prepared the set in 1949 for an entirely new proposed coinage for the new 
republic.

The set composed of: 1-Rupee (man winnowing wheat); ½ Rupee (worker pouring metal in foundry); ½-Rupee (worker 
pouring metal in foundry with structure behind); ¼-Rupee (mine worker holding pick); 2 Annas (side view of peacock); 
2Annas (peacock facing straight); 1 Anna (water buffalo); 1 Pice (sheaves of wheat).

All the coins show Lion Capital of Ashoka on the obverse with English and Hindi legends. A very significant fact is that 
only four sets are recorded as having been struck.

No coins were struck for circulation dated 1948 or 1949. However, a distinct new series of designs were, required due to 
partition and Independence. After partition in July of 1947 and the achievement of Independence by both India as well as 
the newly-created Pakistan, both countries thought to create new and distinctive coinages. 

During 1946 in India rupee coinage in nickel had been introduced, this comprising the ½- and ¼-rupee struck in that year, 
as well as in 1947 a 1-Rupee coinage, together with additional ½- and ¼-Rupees of a similar design being struck again with 
the 1947 date.

The initial coinage of approximately 460 million pieces apparently sufficed until 1950 when new designs were introduced. 
It is not known to the cataloguer whether final dies were actually prepared for these patterns, or whether the master 
matrices were used to strike the coins.

Engraver Brindley explained to William Barrett in Ottawa, Canada, during the 1970s 
that for various reasons each of the 1949 patterns was rejected, leading to other 
designs introduced in the following year.

Though all the 1949 pieces are vastly more appealing than the coins issued in 1950, 
for one reason or another -- mostly political -- each was rejected. 

The Spink Numismatic Circular of 1954 reports that only four sets of these charming 
patterns were struck. A complete set in a custom case was contained in the Barrett 
collection during the 1980s. This set included a ticket making reference to the 1954 
Spink statement that only four sets had been struck and priced in 1954 at the then 
substantial value of £100. The occasional single coin has surfaced in past years, 
suggesting that at least one of the four sets has been broken up. 
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Coins of the Sikhs: Zarb Sri Ambratsar Jiyo

By Gurprit Singh Dora (Gurprit Singh Gujral)
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VS 1842 to VS 1844 

In the later part of the year VS 1844, the silver rupees of Amritsar 
mint appear to have been given a final shape. Except for the 
addition of the symbol of a leaf on the reverse at some point of time 
in the year VS 1845, there was no distinctive change in the type, 
design, calligraphy and legend etc., both on the obverse and the 
reverse, of the rupees of the subsequent years. Such rupees of VS 
1844 I have termed as "Transitional" rupees. The dot was entirely 
done away with from these rupees of this year and that of the 
subsequent years. The mint name, now onwards, continued to 
remain "Amritsar" till the end of the Sikh empire. The single 
distinctive dot was replaced by cluster of dots or other ornamental 
features. The images of the rupees of the subsequent years, i.e. VS 
1844 (Transitional) and onwards are self-explanatory. Without 
being selective, I am providing the images of the coins from VS 
1844 (Transitional) to VS 1857. 

VS 1844 (Transitional) onwards 
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In the images below, it is left to the readers to see that the single 
dot representing the "Bay" of "Ambrat" has been replaced by a 
cluster of dots or some other ornamental feature, or sometimes is 
completely missing. 

I am sure so many images should be enough to satisfy even the 
extreme skeptic. 

To further the argument why there is possibility for the mint 
name to be "Ambratsar", it is interesting to note that the name of 
the mint on all copper coins of Amritsar mint with the Gurmukhi 
(Punjabi) legend, without exception, has clearly been written as 
"Ambratsar". There is not a single copper coin of the Sikhs from 
Amritsar mint with the name of the mint as "Amritsar".

 

"Amritsar" in Gurmukhi (Punjabi) is written as: 

 

"Ambaratsar" in Gurmukhi (Punjabi) is written as: 

The word "Zarb", meaning mint, in Gurmukhi (Punjabi) is 
written thus: 

The images of copper coins of Amritsar mint illustrated below 
are self-explanatory (The mint is on the leaf side, and the dash 
signifies the change of line): 

The mint is clearly " Zarb - Sree Am{Leaf symbol}ba(ra) - tsar 
Jee". 
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The mint is " Zarb - Sri {leaf symbol}Am(ba) - ratsar J(ee)". 

The mint is clearly
“ (Za)rb - (Sree) Am{Leaf symbol}bara - tsar Jee". 

Mint name "(Z)arb Sree - Amb{leaf symbol}rat Sa - (r) Jee" 

Mint name "Zarb Sr(ee)  Amb {leaf symbol}ratsa - r Jee" 

Mint name "Zarb Sr(ee) - Amb {leaf symbol}ratsa - r Jee" 

It is clear from the above images that the mint name was always 
written as "Ambratsar" on all copper coins of "Amritsar" mint. In 
view of this, the fact that during the initial coinage from 
"Amritsar" mint, the name of the mint was written as 
"Ambratsar" on all silver rupees should not come as a surprise. 
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The Pioneers in India for the Complete Grading Solution for all Coins and Banknotes 
of India and South Asia: 

N.G.S. Hand-struck (coins from 600 BC to AD 1835); 

 N.G.S. Machine-struck (coins from AD 1835 to Present); and

 N.G.S. Paper Money (Notes & Currency from to AD 1800 to present) 

 Fully Insured from all Risks up to the Declared Value 
 Only Genuine Coins & Notes are Certified 

 Sonically Sealed in Archival Quality Plastic Holders for Long-term Storage, with Certificate of Authenticity; 

 All the data are uploaded on the website, www.NGSofIndia.com

 Safe for Collectors & Investors to buy Certified Coins & Notes

The collectors will be at peace as they no longer have to worry about the genuineness of coins & notes they are buying;

Grading of the notes and coins will ensure that when a collector buys  things of a particular grade, he gets what he has 
been promised to. This will result in the transparency of the trade as a collector will no longer be cheated by buying a 
lower grade, say MS60 Grade instead of the promised MS65 Grade;

A professional dealer will create an atmosphere of confidence among his clientele by supplying coins and notes graded 
and slabbed by the N.G.S. The N.G.S. slabs mean that they are certified and graded by at  least  3 numismatic experts, 
equipped with Bar Code and Hologram, and are Ultra-Sonically sealed in holders of highest quality meant for long-term 
storage and are temper-evident so no one can replace the contents;

Each N.G.S. holder comes with a Certificate of Authenticity equipped with Bar Code & Hologram, and are laminated 
for Temper-Proof Security. The dealers can trade their N.G.S. slabbed holders just on the basis of these certificates and 
they may not carry rare and costly coins & notes every day; and

Details of each of the N.G.S. certified holders will be uploaded on the Internet, www.NGSofIndia.com where collectors 
and dealers can view their coins and notes or make business transactions directly without physically carrying them.
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SILVERWARE
OFFICE NO. 17 1ST FLOOR, J. R. SHETTY BUILDING, 72 NAKODA STREET,

PYDHONIE, MUMBAI - 400 003. INDIA. TEL: 022 - 2345 2927

MOBILE : AMIT : 91 98193 81833, ASHOK: 91 98200 81833

EMAIL : nareshsrn@yahoo.co.in / amit@suranaart.com

website: www.suranaart.com

"Shree Sadan" 
26, P K Tagore Street, Kolkata-700 006

Tel: 033 2543 6471 • 2530 5293 • Cell: 93310 12533
E-mail: sklahoti@vsnl.net 

Website: www.autographindia.com

Santosh Kumar Lahoti 
Buying Autographs, Autographed First Day Covers, 
Autographed Special Covers, Signed Photographs, 

letters of famous persons 

9/15, Morarji Velji Bldg, 1st Floor, No. 30,
Dr. M.B. Velkar Street, Kalbadevi, Mumbai 400002 INDIA

E-mail: bcs_online@rediffmail.com
Tel: +91-22-6610 6726

Sanjay Gosalia
+91 98190 82223
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Hansraj M. Jain

Specialist in Fancy Notes Sets, Birthday Notes,  
Any Numerological & Lucky Number Notes

British India Notes & Coins, 
271/273, Mumbadevi Road, 2nd Floor, Zaveri Bazar, Mumbai 400002

Off: 022-2342 9200, 022-2345 7866, 2343 8580

Fax: 022-2345 3438 • Email: kanakratna@hotmail.com

Cell: 0 98207 07107, 98209 11457 
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Govt of India UNC & Proof Sets
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Spl: Regular & Commemorative

coins of Republic India

“Coin collection is now
In-House hobby when it comes
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Telefax: +91-022-22064516
Email: info@indiancurrencies.com

Specialist in

Islamic Coins of India

Specialist in

Islamic Coins of India
Cell: 098703 11221

E-mail: coinsofindia@hotmail.com • rarecoins@rediffmail.com

New Delhi: B-593, Avantika,
Sector 1, Rohini, Near Rohini Book Centre,

New Delhi 110085

Mumbai: R. No. 28, 3rd flr, 283, Afshar Bldg,
Above Canara Lunch Home, Shahid Bhagat Singh Marg,

Fort, Mumbai 400001

Zubayr KhanZubayr Khan
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Buyers & Sellers of 
Indian Old & New Paper Money, Coins, 

RBI Coin Sets & Fancy Notes

74-A, Shop No. 2, Ground Floor, Shaikh memon Street,

Opp. Hotel Bhagat Tarachand, Zaveri Bazar, Mumbai 400002

Cell: 0 98695 49190 • Off: 022-2240 1422, 022-2294 7453

Mangilal F. Jain

Tel: 079-2535 9361
Of 5, Hotel Radhey, Gan: Room No. 3 dhi Road, dabad 380001fice Ahme

s: E202, Satyam S  farm, Near Sharn ur, 2 1257tatus, Opp. Chandan am 7, Satellite, Jodhp Ahmedabad 3Re 80015 • Tel: 079-269

Old Coins &
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Old Coins &
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Forthcoming Book in Nov-Dec 2011

"Coins of India
Specialized Study with Current Prices

(1835-2012)"

Distributors solicited
Place your advanced orders for standard discount (standard terms as applicable)

Contact: 
Prof (Dr.) V.K. Gupta

140 SFS Flats, Ashok Vihar, Phase IV, New Delhi 110052
Cell: 0 98109 55593 / 011-2730 5000 / 011-2730 2706 / Email: profvkg@gmail.com / profvkg@yahoo.co.in

By
Prof (Dr.) V.K. Gupta,

Neha Gupta & Varun Nischal
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An Exclusive Shop for all
your Numismatic Needs

Golcha Marg, Main Road, Sadar, Nagpur - 440 001 (India)

Tel: (O) (0712) 3253888, (R) (0712) 2546096
E-mail: coinworld1981@yahoo.co.in

Piyush Agrawal
+91 98222 20826, 93255 68570

Calendar of Events 2011

Month Date Place Event   Venue

September 23-25 Mumbai 9th Mumbai Coin Fair 2011 Mumbai Coin Society, World Trade Centre, Cuffe Parade

October 14-16 Chennai National Numismatic Exhibition 2011 Chennai Numismatic Society with Numismatic Promotion Service 

of India at Arignar Anna Arangam Hall, 14/29 Dr. Guruswamy 

Road, Next to Maharishi Vidya Mandir School, Chetpet 

(09840424344, 09710040000)

November 3-6 New Delhi Stamps of India National Exhibition  sine@stampsofindia.com; 098111 60884

November 12-14 Indore Coin & Philatelic Fair 2011 Indore Coin Society (Girish Sharma 099770 50987)

December 3-5 Mumbai 3rd Museum Coin Fair 2011  Dinesh Mody Numismatic Museum, University Kalina Campus, 

Santacruz (E), Mumbai

December 9-11 Pune Coinex-Pune 2011  Sankalp Hall (Basti Solanki 98230 88865)

December 23-25 Kolkata Mudra Utsav  2011  Numismatic Society of Calcutta at Haldiram Banquet Hall, 

Ballygunge (secretarynsckolkata@yahoo.com)

More than 2,000 items that had belonged to the singer Elvis Presley were sold at an auction in Las Vegas in 1999. 
These included clothing as well as letters, one of Elvis's school report cards and 29 dry- cleaning bills made out to 

Elvis.

Unusual Auction Items

Correspondents:

The Gullak Team - 2011
Editor: Dr. Dilip Rajgor

Adv. Ashok P. Shahani Mumbai 

A. V. Jeyachandran Pondicherry 

Abdul Razak Shaikh Mumbai 

Amol Bankar Pune 

G. Hemanth Chopra Chennai 
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Girish Sharma Indore
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K. K. Sevak Hyderabad 

Dr. Mahesh Kalra Mumbai

Malcolm Todywalla Mumbai 

Narinderpal Singh Ludhiana

Percy Jokhi Mumbai

Prashant Kulkarni Nagpur 

Ravi Shankar Sharma Kolkata

Santosh Kumar Lahoti Kolkata

Shastri JC Philip Kochi

Shatrughan Saravagi Ahmedabad

Sudip Kheria Mumbai

T.M. Ravichandran Coimbatore

Mode of Payment: 

You can pay Cash/Cheque directly in our ICICI Bank A/c in the name of Reesha 
Books International (Mulund, Mumbai Branch) A/c No. 623805024401. Please 
Call us (022-2561 4360 or 0-7738384585) when you deposit money in the Bank, 
otherwise we will not be able to acknowledge your payment. You can also SMS us 
your deposit details on the mobile: 0-7738384585. 

You can also pay Cash to one of our Correspondents whose names are listed under 
the heading “The Gullak Team”. 

Rates of Advertisements in Gullak

            

¼ Page (on First page) 218 x 80 mm Rs. 3,000/- Rs. 33,000/-

¼ Page (on Last page) 218 x 80 mm Rs. 2,700/- Rs. 29,700/-

Full Page (inside pages) 218 x 339 mm Rs. 6,000/- Rs. 66,000/-

½ Page (inside pages) 218 x 170 mm Rs. 2,700/- Rs. 29,700/-

¼ Page (on Last page) 105 x 150 mm Rs. 2,500/- Rs. 27,500/-

¼ Page (inside pages) 218 x 80 mm Rs. 1,500/- Rs. 16,500/-

1/8 Page (inside pages) 105 x 80 mm Rs.    700/- Rs.   7,700/-

Visiting Card (inside pages) 70 x 55 mm Rs.    300/- Rs.   3,300/-

Classifieds (inside pages) 50 x 50 mm FREE 1/per person/per issue

Subscription/Membership: Rs. 300/- per year 
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Standard Guide to 
Coin Collecting 

by Asif T. Zumkhawalla
Rs. 150/-

Copper Coins of 
the Bahmanis

by D. Raja Reddy
Rs. 200/-

Star Items of our Auction # 25

We Buy - We Sell Collections or Single Items Outright Purchase, Private Sell or by Consignment 

Efficiency is our Speciality

Shop No. 2, Chandra Mahal, St. Paul Street, Dadar, Hindmata, Mumbai 400014. India
Mobile:  093200 10483 • Phone: 022-2412 6213/2412 5204 • Fax: 022-2414 9917

E-mail: girish@o  s  walauctions.com •  info@oswalauctions.com • Website: www.oswalauctions.com 

OSWAL ANTIQUESOSWAL ANTIQUES
Antiques License No. 15 Girish J. Veera's

Our Forthcoming Auctions:

No. 25  Mumbai -  Saturday, 24th Sept. 2011 4.00 pm
No. 26  Chennai -  Friday, 14th Oct. 2011 6.00 pm
No. 27  Chennai -  Saturday, 15th Oct. 2011 6.00 pm
No. 28  Indore    -  Saturday, 13th Nov. 2011 6.00 pm

Rs. 2,200/-

Standard Guide to 
Indian Paper Money

1947-2010 

by 
Kishore Jhunjhunwalla

Dilip Rajgor
Jayesh Gala

N. D. Agarwal
Rs. 500/-
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